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Ford Announces 2019 Bid For
Mayor of Chicago:
“One Chicago, Powered By People”
In a packed room with over 300 supporters at the Sankofa Cultural Arts and Business Center, 5820 W.
Chicago Avenue, on Thursday, November 8, 2018, State Representative La Shawn K. Ford officially
announced his candidacy for Mayor of the City of Chicago.
“For the last 12 years, I have had the honor of serving as state Representative for the Eighth District,
serving as Chair of Restorative Justice, Chair of Financial Institutions, Chair of Small Business
Empowerment and Workforce Development, and making tough budget decisions on the Appropriations
Committees for Elementary & Secondary Education and Human Services,” Ford said. “With the activism
of many of you here, working with the public and private sectors, we have been able to achieve many
successes. But there is so much more to do.”
Ford noted, “Like many families in Chicago, people in my family have struggled with heroin and mental
health issues. Like many families in Chicago, my family has lost loved ones to AIDS. Like many families in
Chicago, my family has lost young people to street violence and we have had to deal with the criminal
justice system. People in my family still struggle to find work after being jailed and imprisoned.”
Ford recalled his personal challenges with the criminal justice system, stating that after being falsely
accused of bank fraud, he fought 17 federal felony charges. He emerged triumphant when all 17 counts
were dropped.
-more-

“I had challenges in my business, too,” Ford noted. “At one point, I had 6 real estate offices and 50
agents, but after the financial collapse of 2008, I had to fight to reinvent my business to survive, like many
businesses had to do.”
“Our city needs a mayor who has run a business, who has overcome challenges, who knows what real life
is like, who can help Chicago overcome challenges and become One Chicago, Powered by People. What
we want is really pretty simple – the people of Chicago want a seat at the table, and our beloved city of
Chicago should be financially stable, healthy and safe - and that is why I now announce that I am running
to become the next Mayor of the City of Chicago.”
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For more information, please contact Rep. Ford’s campaign office at 5850 W. North Ave.,
Chicago, or visit www.FordforChicago.com.
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